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down to kindergarten through 
fourth grade classes to allow 
each elementary student the 
opportunity to vote. The 
Student Government members 
read books to the little kids and 
helped them learn about the 
voting process. 

While the rest of the 
Student Government handled 
the elementary kids, Mr. 
Kappas and the eighth graders 
manned the voting booths in 
the auditorium. All of the 
middle school students came to 
vote during their social studies 
blocks. The third through 
eighth grade kids got to use real 
ballots  and everyone got an òI 
votedó sticker. The elementary 
students used a simplified ballot 
with pictures of the candidates 
on it. 

John Hickey, an eighth 
grade student, said his favorite 
thing about the election was, 
òHow real it was. It made me 
realize what being an adult will 
be like.ó The voters werenõt the 
only ones having fun though. 
Student Government 
volunteers also had a great time. 
Emily Ostrowski, a Student 
Government member, said she 
had a great time and would 

gladly do it again next time. òMy 
favorite thing was getting to see 
the little kids,ó she says, òthey had 
so much fun with the election and 
they were all so cute.ó 

Although everyone was voting, 
that wasnõt the main focus of the 
mock election. It was a fun way 
for us to share, or not share, our 
opinions and learn about the 
voting process. The election 
combined learning and fun in a 
great way that brought our 
students even closer together. Mr. 
Kappas hopes to extend it even 
farther in 2020. He plans on 
getting everyone in the district, 
including the high school, 
involved.  
See page 6 for a chart of how our 
election results compared to the 
state results. 

Shawna Brown, Grade 8 
Contributions by Chaz 
Chandler, Grade 6 

Mr. Kappas and the Freedom 
Middle School Student 
Government have been running a 
mock election for every 
Presidential Election since 1992, 
and this year was no exception. 
The middle school election has, 
without fail, correctly guessed who 
the president would be each year 
that they have participated. This 
time, however, Mr. Kappas 
changed things up a bit. For the 
first time in 28 years he polled not 
only the middle school students, 
but the elementary kids too. With a 
total of 886 votes cast, this yearõs 
election was the biggest yet.  The 
final vote came down to 704 for 
Donald Trump and 282 for Hillary 
Clinton, but voting turned out to 
be more than just statistics to the 
students. 

Although Mr. Kappas played a 
big part in the mock election he 
couldn't have done it without the 
help of sixth grade teachers, Mrs. 
Zeigler and Mrs. Moore. They 
assisted him in running the polls 
and took charge of Student 
Government. Stationed in the fifth 
and sixth grade hallway, they sent 
student government members 
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Photo Credit: Delta Daley 

Mr. Kappas and Mr. Addis get ready for the 

mock election 
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Follow us on Instagram!  

@bulldogbarker 

PeP  ClUB 
Erin Harp, Grade 7 

You may think of Pep Club as 
just a school spirit club, but that's 
not all they do! This year, the Pep 
Club has a few new things planned 
for us. Miss Heiman, middle school 
librarian, is the new sponsor and is 
responsible for some of these ideas, 
along with the Pep Club members. 

On Friday October 28, instead 
of paying one dollar for electronic 
Friday, students were able to donate 
just one item to the Yellow Ribbon 
Girls and get a sticker on their 
device for free! The Yellow Ribbon 
Girls is an organization that collects 
donations for the men and women 
in the Armed forces and delivers 
packages to them. The items 
collected by the Pep Club were 
shipped to men and women serving 
our country who have requested 
them. 

The Pep Club is also designing 
the Be Thankful wall in the 
cafeteria.  The Pep Club asked each 
student to write what he or she is 
thankful for on a slip of paper 
during advisory.  The papers will be 
hung under the òThankfuló banner 
in the cafeteria. 

This year, Miss Heiman plans to 
clean up our school in an Earth 
friendly way. Recycling! There may 
already be a recycling bin in your 
classroom where you can recycle 
unwanted and used papers. If not, 
make sure to talk to Miss Heiman 
and get one. This is a great way to 
help out the school and help the 
teachers clean their desks! We will 
also be paid by the ton for the paper 
recycled. This money will then go to 
the students and school. 

Shawna Brown, Grade 8 
On October 12, 2016, history 

was made. Well, not quite, but we 
did get our recycling bin back, and 
all thanks to Ms. Heiman. For two 
years prior we didnõt have any way 
to recycle our paper at the middle 
school. This was due to the 
construction on the new school. 
The parking lot, where the bin had 
previously been located, was filled 
with construction vehicles, leaving 
no room for the bin. This also 
affected the high school and when 
they got their recycling bin back, 
Ms. Heiman was inspired to take 
action and get ours back too. Now 
there is a box in each classroom, 
which gets emptied biweekly by the 

Pep Club. 
The recycling is taken 

quarterly and weighed by the ton. 
The more paper we recycle, the 
more money the Pep Club gets. 
Ms. Heiman urges all of us to tell 
our families about the bin. She 
says that the recycling is open not 
only to the schools, but to the 
whole community. She is currently 
very excited as the recycling has 
only been open for a few weeks 
and the bin is already nearly full. 
She believes that with our help the 
Pep Club can raise tons of money, 
and in the process, we can help 
make the world a little greener. 

Photo Credit: Jacob DiCenzo 

Miss Heiman and 8th grader Jacob Simmons recycle papers in the new recycling bin located outside of 
Mr. Badamoõs hallway. 
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Jacob Harp, Grade 8 
For the third 

time, the sixth grade 
fall fest has returned! 
Over the course of 
two days, Nov. 3 and 
4, the sixth graders 
took time off school 
work to participate in 
several fall themed 
activities. On 
Thursday, Nov. 3, the 
students organized 
pumpkins and used their sizes to calculate the mean, 
median, mode, and range. Next, they made the 
pumpkins into derby cars! A lot of kids liked this 
activity. Then the students rewarded themselves with 
candy, but not without a catch! They had to exercise to 
work off all those calories! 

Fridayõs activities was started with the racing of 
the pumpkin derby cars. Luke Gazdic, Tanner 
Millward, Andrew Simmons, Isaac Barry, and Matthew 
Schultheis were the winners of the race. Next, the High 
School Physics Club came to our gym to set up mini 
trebuchets. Then they went to the high school, and 
launched pumpkins with a giant trebuchet! The sixth 
gradeõs favorite activity was the pumpkin derby car 
race. The least favorite activity was exercising off 
calories. Overall, everyone believes it was a fun two 
days. 

F`kk Fdrs 2016 
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Students watch as their pumpkin cars race down the ramp in the pumpkin 

derby. 

Most Enthusiastic: 
Pep Club recognizes October 
Students of the Month 

5th Grade: Shaye Bailey & Logan Bickerstaff 
6th Grade: Katrina Adams & Damien Grunnagle 
7th Grade: Renae Mohrbacher & Caleb Falk  
8th Grade: Alexis Surenda & Dominic Wilfong 
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Photo Credit: Chaz Chandler  
The winning team of the 6th grade 
pumpkin derby races. 

Photo Credit: Miss Heiman 
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Carter Altvatter, Grade 6 

Mrs. Marburger: Having a Thanksgiving feast, going 

Black Friday shopping and decorating for Christmas 

Alexis Surenda, 8th grade: Sleeping and hanging out 

with friends. 

Chloe Laine, 8th grade: Celebrating my uncleõs birthday 

Jacob Smith, 7th grade: Hanging out with my Dad. 

Jacob Milbert, 6th grade: Going hunting 

Mady Lavrusky, 7th grade: Visiting cousins. 

Brooke Matioc, 8th grade: Watching football 

Zyaire Stevens, 5th grade: Playing Madden  

Cody Patterson, 5th grade: Eating a 

lot. 

Ms. Ging: Travelling 

 


